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PORR cooperation with City of Vienna and Vienna 

Economic Chamber 

Pilot project for carbon-neutral construction 

site 

Vienna, 08.03.2025 – PORR is laying a total of around 400 m of new pipes for the existing water supply on behalf 

of the City of Vienna – and doing so exclusively with electrically powered construction equipment. The findings 

will be documented by the Vienna University of Technology on behalf of the Vienna Economic Chamber. They will 

then be incorporated into research into carbon-neutral construction sites. The first findings are expected at the 

end of May when the first construction site is completed. 

 

PORR CEO Karl-Heinz Strauss sees the project as an important step towards reducing emissions on construction sites. 

“The use of alternative energies is one of the most effective levers available to us as a construction company in 

reducing our carbon footprint”. For example, PORR has a successful rollout underway of its photovoltaic systems – 

eleven new rooftop and ground-mounted systems will be installed this year – and is carrying out pilot projects to test 

alternative drive systems on construction sites. Other important measures for reducing CO2 include using recycled 

building materials as well as LEAN construction and digitalisation to optimise processes. For example, both pilot 

construction sites in Vienna Penzing are being backfilled with recycled concrete from the PORR site in Vienna 

Simmering. 

 

“Climate protection is people protection – that’s why we’re pulling out all the stops in Vienna to reduce damaging 

greenhouse gas emissions”, said Councillor for Climate Protection Jürgen Czernohorszky. “We are on the right track, 

as shown by the 12% decrease in greenhouse gas emissions in 2023 – twice the Austrian average. To ensure that climate 

protection in Vienna does not stand still and advances dynamically, Vienna is the first federal state to have enshrined 

its climate targets in a dedicated climate law, due to be passed by the state parliament in the spring”. 

 

Electrical equipment only 

 

Two locations in Penzing, Vienna’s 14th district, set the stage for the project: Waldweg and Alpengartenstraße are 

where around 200 metres of water pipes will be replaced on behalf of Wiener Wasser, the City of Vienna’s 

waterworks. The works will run from March to probably August 2025 as part of the pipe network renovation 

programme, in order to safeguard the long-term supply of fresh spring water. The road surface will then be restored 

by the City of Vienna’s department of road management and construction so that all road users can once again travel 

safely and comfortably. 

 

The equipment for the construction work will all be electric only, including an excavator, a tandem vibratory roller, 

an asphalt paver and five electric vehicles. This not only reduces CO2 emissions but also minimises noise pollution for 

residents. The containers in use on the construction site will be powered by green electricity. Trucks fuelled with 
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HVO100 will be used to transport the excavated and backfilled materials. This results in up to 90% fewer CO2 emissions 

than conventional diesel. 

 

Cooperation between industry and science 

“A lot of research is already underway on this topic in Vienna, but this is the first time a carbon-neutral construction 

site is being implemented in practice”, said Margarete Kriz-Zwittkovits, Vice President of the Vienna Economic 

Chamber. “Viennese companies are always at the forefront when it comes to innovation. This pilot project is an 

important step for our climate and for opening up new market opportunities. Cooperation between industry and 

science is the basis for the international competitiveness of our companies and for safeguarding Vienna as a business 

location long term”. 

 

The Vienna Economic Chamber has commissioned the Vienna University of Technology to monitor the pilot project and 

oversee the science. Particular focal points for research include how suitable the electrical equipment is for 

construction operations as well as general work processes. Feedback from the staff operating the devices will be 

especially important. The first findings are expected at the end of May when the first construction site is completed. 

 

Photo: 
 

 
Margarete Kriz-Zwittkovits, Vice President of the Vienna Chamber of Commerce, and City Councillor of Finance Jürgen 
Czernohorszky surrounded by the PORR construction site team ©Stadt Wien/Markus Wache 
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Group portrait, left to right: MA 28 Department Head Thomas Keller, Peter Lux, Group Director of the MD-BD, KTI, District 

Chairperson Michaela Schüchner, Deputy Director of the MA 31, Franz Weyrer, City Councillor of Finance Jürgen Czernohorszky,  

PORR Area Manager Mario Posch and Margarete Kriz-Zwittkovits, Vice President of the Vienna Chamber of Commerce © Stadt 

Wien/Markus Wache 

The press release including high-resolution images is available for download from the PORR Newsroom. 

 
About the PORR Group  

Top performance driven by innovation – that is what PORR has embodied for over 150 years. With around 21,000 

employees and production output of around EUR 6.6 bn (business year 2023), PORR is one of the largest construction 

companies in Austria and among the top players in Europe. As a full-service provider, PORR offers every aspect of 

building construction, civil engineering and infrastructure construction across the entire value chain. The focus is on 

the home markets of Austria, Germany, Switzerland, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Romania. PORR also 

works in selected international project markets such as Norway, the UK and Qatar. The PORR share is listed in the 

prime market segment of the Vienna Stock Exchange. 
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